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With the early ice-out this spring, many loons came back to their Adirondack 
lakes by early April. As a result, loon chicks have been hatching since the 
beginning of June!   
 

And like the loons, we're almost done "incubating" our plans to build a 
"nest." In collaboration with the Adirondack Community-based Trails and 
Lodging System, on Saturday, July 16, we will be opening the doors of the 
new  Adirondack Loon and Trails Center at 47 Main Street, Saranac Lake!  
 

We hope you can join us for the ribbon-cutting at 10:30a.m., or visit 
throughout the day and enjoy refreshments, great music, and door 

prizes!  
 

Now there will be an actual place for you to bring us your questions about loon ecology and conservation, 
ideas about an Adirondack hut-to-hut trails system -- or just visit, and have fun viewing our new exhibits! 
And enjoy perusing our gift shop to find a great gift for the "loon-lover" in your life, a trail map for your next 
Adirondack excursion, or spectacular artwork and photography by award-winning artists. 
 

Donors! Please join us from 5-7pm on the evening of July 15th to meet our staff  
and get a personal sneak preview of our new Center!  

 

We look forward to thanking you in person for all your generous support that is helping to make the Loon Center a reality.    

JUNE 23-JULY 23: LOON ART SHOW AT 
THE ADIRONDACK LAKES CENTER FOR 
THE ARTS IN BLUE MOUNTAIN LAKE! 

A stunning art show and sale titled "Conservation Through the Lives of Adirondack Loons" at the Adirondack Lakes 
Center for the Arts in Blue Mountain Lake will benefit BRI's Adirondack Center for Loon Conservation!  
 
Enjoy viewing truly magnificent original paintings by award winning artists Ron Kleiber, Ray Easton, Gary 
Casagrain, and Len Rusin; photography by Ed Williams and John DiGiacomo; intricate woodcarvings by 
Frank and Carole Ruiz, Allen Doty, Allen Aardsma, and Susan Semegram; graceful fungal carvings by Gary 
Chudzinski; delicate illustrations and prints by Emily McCall; and beautiful prints by David Kiehm and 
Robert McNamara. Additionally, a limited edition of signed prints is offered for sale by renowned artist Ron 
Kleiber. 
 

Bring home a fabulous piece of loon art to grace your own home or camp, and help support  
our loon research and outreach projects throughout the Adirondacks. 

 

 Please Join Us July 23, 2-4pm for the Closing Reception of the Art Show! 
 

We hope you can join us for this the last opportunity to view the "Conservation Through the Lives of Adirondack 
Loons" art show, and to purchase that unique piece of loon art by a renowned artist for your own home.  

 

And... as a special treat...Author Darryl McGrath will be on hand to sign her 
book, "Flight Paths," which highlights our Adirondack loon mercury research 
in one of its chapters. We are most grateful to Darryl, who is generously 
donating a portion of the sales of her book at the signing to help support our 
Adirondack loon conservation projects. 
 

Come enjoy delicious refreshments, and meet some of the artists and our staff,  
as well as learn about Adirondack loons. We look forward to seeing you!      



ABOUT BRI AND ITS 
ADIRONDACK CENTER FOR 

LOON CONSERVATION 
 

Biodiversity Research Institute (BRI) is  
a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization 
located in Portland, Maine. Founded 
in 1998, BRI’s mission is to assess 
emerging threats to wildlife and 
ecosystems through collaborative 
research, and to use scientific findings 
to advance environmental awareness 
and inform decision makers. In 1998, 
as part of a larger regional study, BRI 
initiated research in New York’s 
Adirondack Park on the impact of 
airborne mercury pollution to 
Common Loons (Gavia immer) and 
aquatic ecosystems.   
 

BRI’s Adirondack Center for Loon 
Conservation was launched in 2009, 
evolving from this research and the 
former Adirondack Cooperative Loon 
Program. BRI’s Adirondack Center for 
Loon Conservation merges scientific 
research with innovative educational 
programming to address critical 
conservation issues affecting the loon 
population and aquatic ecosystems in 
and beyond the Adirondacks.  
 
Through our scientific studies and 
engaging outreach, BRI’s Adirondack 
Center for Loon Conservation seeks to 
ensure that Common Loons remain an 
integral and vital part of New York’s 
wildlife heritage, and that their 
haunting calls continue to echo across 
Adirondack lakes for generations to 
come.  
 

For more information: 
 

BRI’s Adirondack Center for  
Loon Conservation 

P.O. Box 195 
 Ray Brook, NY 12977 

888-749-5666 x145 
adkloon@briloon.org 

www.briloon.org/adkloon 
www.facebook.com/adkloon 

 

Biodiversity Research Institute 
276 Canco Rd. 

Portland, ME 04103 
207-839-7600  

www.briloon.org 

We've had another flurry of loons needing rescue this summer, 
starting with one who was blown down during a storm in a very small 
pond on the Saranac Inn golf course. She decided she didn't like the 
idea of being rescued, and so managed to get herself up a steep bank 
and almost a ¼ mile away across the golf course, where she was found 
the next morning, banded, and released on a nearby lake. Read more 
about this loon on our Facebook page, www.facebook.com/adkloon.  
 
Another loon apparently had an underlying condition, as he was 
rescued twice over a period of a couple of days. After the first rescue 
from a road, he was quite aggressive, but when he was found on a 
nearby road again a few days later, he had noticeably deteriorated, 
thus he was sent to the Tufts Wildlife Clinic for further evaluation 
and care, as he had possible signs of lead toxicity.  
  
Two other loons had a small amount of fishing line wrapped around 
their lower bill, and were acting and eating very normally, and so, 
unfortunately, they have evaded our capture attempts. Our most 
recent rescue was for a loon who was severely entangled in fishing line 
on Jabe Pond in the eastern Adirondacks. Luckily, we were able to 
catch this bird, and release it from the line which was wrapped many 
times around its bill, as well as from the hook that was embedded in 
its leg. Hopefully, it will do well - it certainly looked much more 
comfortable as it swam off sporting a new band. Visit our Facebook page 
to see more photos .  
  
We are most grateful to NYS DEC's Region 5 wildlife staff and to North 
Country Wild Care for their excellent assistance with loons needing rescue.  

~ LOON RESCUES ~ 

The Jabe Pond fishing line 
loon—a success story!  

From severely entangled to 
release, sporting a new band.  

© Ellie George, 2016 

© Ellie George, 2016 



 

 
 

YES! I WOULD LIKE TO BE A HELP THE  
FUTURE ADIRONDACK LOON CENTER BE A SUCCESS! 

 

 

Enclosed is my donation to support the future Adirondack Loon Center: 
 
 

 $50   $100_           $250_          $500_          $1000_         Other $        
 

My check is enclosed: Please make payable to “Biodiversity Research Institute” 
 

Credit Card: I will visit www.briloon.org/adkloon/support to charge my credit card online.  
 

I would like my donation to remain anonymous. 
 

First Name:       Last Name:      
 

Address:    
 
City:     State:    Zip:   
 
Phone:               E-mail:   

Please Clip this Form and Return it to:  BRI’s Adirondack Center for Loon Conservation 
 P.O. Box 195, Ray Brook, NY 12977 

 

Thank you for your generous support! 
 

Biodiversity Research Institute is a 501c3 non-profit organization, and your donation is tax-deductible.   

PLEASE WELCOME OUR NEW STAFF! 
We are pleased to announce that Audrey Hyson joined our staff in mid-June as our new 
Office/Gift Shop Manager, thanks in part to the support of the Wallace Research 
Foundation and many private donors. Audrey brings a wealth of non-profit, writing, 
conservation, and natural history experience to her position (as well as a great sense of 
humor!). We hope you will enjoy meeting and working with Audrey as much as we do!  

If you're out on an Adirondack lake this summer, you may see one of our field staff (including some Paul 
Smith's Adirondack Watershed Institute stewards and SUNY ESF's Adirondack Ecological Center students), 
looking for our banded study loons. As part of our long-term study, funded by NYSERDA, to monitor the 
impact of environmental mercury pollution on the Adirondack loon population, we are now monitoring more 
than 90 lakes each summer to assess the return rates and reproductive success of more than 300 banded loons. 
  
Sadly, Rory Keating, our2015 intern, will be leaving in mid-August to move to Maine and his next adventure 
in life. Rory has been exceptional to work with, and we have felt extremely fortunate for his contributions to 
our work over the last year (especially his excellent writing skills). Rory will be deeply missed, but we wish him 
the best success in his future career! 
 

With the generous support of the Cloudsplitter Foundation, Martha Van der Voort has returned to the 
Adirondacks for the summer. She will be helping to run our new Center and developing ideas for our future 
education programs. Martha has been instrumental over the last year in our long-range plans, as well as 
updating our strategic, business, and marketing plans. We are very grateful to Martha for all her well-thought 
out contributions to our work. 
 

Please do stop by the new Adirondack Loon Center in Saranac Lake this summer to  
introduce yourself to Martha, Audrey, Giulia, and Nina. It would be wonderful to meet you!  

Also, Giulia Bellardini has come to the Adirondacks from 
the University de Parma in Italy as our 2016 summer 

intern. Giulia is eager to learn more about how mercury pollution affects wildlife 
(especially loons) and the environment. Giulia is combining literature review 
with hands-on loon field work to gain experience and prepare a paper 
summarizing this topic. She's also willingly been pitching in to help with a 
variety of tasks related to the new Loon Center. We are having a wonderful time 
introducing Giulia to the Adirondacks and loons - it's been very fun!  



IN-KIND DONATIONS ARE WELCOME! 
Please see our "wish list" below for items that are needed. We are most grateful to our many in-kind donors who have 
contributed items from a filing cabinet to printers. Contributions of such equipment and furniture enable us to 
focus our limited funding on our exhibits, inventory and staff.  
  

Wish List for the Adirondack Loon Center: 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

If you have an item to donate, please email us at adkloon@briloon.org, or call 888-749-5666x145. 
 

Thank you for your generous support! 

Carpet iPads (or other tablets) x3 Projector screen 
Conference table and chairs Laptops and monitors SMART Board 
Chairs: 10-20 padded folding Lights UV blinds for large windows 
Filing cabinets Office supplies (ink, paper...) White Board 
Flooring-vinyl Portable projector screen  

Like to watch loons? 
Sign up to help with our annual citizen science loon census!  

 
Every year, on the third Saturday in July, hundreds of volunteers visit 
a favorite lake or pond across New York to record sightings of loons 
between 8-9am. This coordinated effort, managed by the Wildlife 
Conservation Society's Adirondack Program in collaboration with 
BRI's Adirondack Center for Loon Conservation, provides valuable 
information to monitor the status of, and trends in, New York's 
summer loon population. 
 

Learn how to participate in the census and sign up for a lake by 
contacting WCS' Adirondack Program at  

wcsaccp@gmail.com or call 518-891-8874 x102.  

~ New York Annual Loon Census ~ 
Saturday, July 16, from 8-9am 

THANK YOU FOR ALL YOUR SUPPORT! 
Our donors and volunteers, such as yourself, provide critical support for our Adirondack loon research and outreach 
projects and now, for our new Adirondack Loon Center, as well. The generosity of our private donors, foundations, and 
partnering organizations has enabled us to do so much for almost 20 years.  
 

Your contributions, whether they be financial, volunteer, or in-kind—are essential to our continued success! Although 
we have recently expanded our staff capacity, we remain one of the smallest conservation organizations in the 
Adirondacks, and we strive to be extremely efficient and streamlined to ensure that our limited budget is sufficient to 
meet our goals for the year.  
 

Whether you are a long-time donor or thinking of giving for the first time, please be assured that your donations DO 
make a significant difference. We do our best to minimize our appeals to you—thus, we sincerely appreciate your thoughtful 
response when we ask for your support! And we also love hearing about your encounters with loons and other wildlife—it’s 

wonderful getting to know you and learn about your Adirondack adventures. 
 

Thank you for all your continued interest in our loon conservation and 
research endeavors in the Adirondacks. Your support is tremendously 
meaningful for our small organization, and we are deeply grateful.  
 

All the best for a fantastic summer of loon-watching, and we look forward to  
meeting you at our new Center! 

 

~ Dr. Nina Schoch, Martha Van der Voort, Audrey Hyson,  
Rory Keating, and Giulia Bellardini 
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