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The mission of the Adirondack Center for Loon Conservation is to promote the conservation of Common Loons (Gavia immer) in and 

beyond New York’s Adirondack Park. A 501(c)3 nonprofit organization, our work integrates the worlds of scientific research, 
outreach, education, and public participation to help ensure that Common Loons remain an integral and vital part of New York’s 

wildlife heritage, and that their haunting calls continue to echo across Adirondack lakes for generations to come. 

Front photo caption: Grand opening of the Adirondack Loon Center at 47 Main Street, Saranac Lake, NY, on July 16, 2016.   
 
Report photos courtesy of Ellie George, Nina Schoch, George Stahler, and our field staff. 
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OPENING OF THE ADIRONDACK LOON CENTER – JULY 16, 2016! 

THE HUB OF THE ADIRONDACKS FOR ALL THINGS LOON! 
  

 Filling a Unique Niche in the Park: The Center has proven 
to be a true tourist destination in Saranac Lake – since 
opening, more than 3000 people have visited to learn about 
loons, share their stories about loon encounters, and find the 
perfect gift for the “loon-lover” in their life. 

We look forward to seeing 
you at the  

Adirondack Loon Center!  
47 Main Street, Saranac 

Lake  
 

Come share you loon-filled 
adventures! 

 Office Space for our Staff: a place to work 
and meet! 

 Contributing to the Adirondack 
Community: The Center adds to the local 
economy through sales at the gift shop – 
more than $22,000 gross sales in 9 months! 

 

Thank You! 
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RESEARCH 
 

  Adirondack Loon Population Monitoring 
 

 Seasonal field staff of 18 monitored more than 
90 Adirondack lakes for 12 weeks to 
determine loon reproductive success 
 

 Annual Loon Census – citizen scientists 
monitor trends in Adirondack loon population 

Loon Mercury and Health Assessments 
 

 Twenty loons captured and sampled in 2016
o 11 adults 
o 9 juvenile loons 
o 16 loons banded 

 

 13 loon territories on 12 Adirondack lakes 

Many thanks to Paul Smith’s College and SUNY ESF’s Adirondack 
Ecological Center for their generous in-kind support of students and 

stewards to help monitor lakes and loons, and to the Wildlife 
Conservation Society’s Adirondack Program for their coordination of 

the Annual Loon Census! 

With much gratitude to the NYS Department of Environmental 
Conservation, Wildlife Conservation Society, and Calvin College 

for their skilled assistance with the loon capture field work. 
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Nest Camera Monitoring 

  

 18 trail cameras placed at loon nest 
sites in 2016 
 

 24,002 photos provided  valuable 
information about nesting success 
and failures 

 

o Incubation behaviors 
 

o Human and wildlife 
disturbance 
 

o Water level status

With much gratitude to the NYS 
Department of Environmental 

Conservation, Paul Smith’s Adirondack 
Watershed Institute, and SUNY ESF’s 

Adirondack Ecological Center for their 
assistance with this project! 
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EDUCATION AND OUTREACH PROGRAMS 
 

   Provided 34 presentations, 1 field trip, and two 
displays for the public and scientific 
communities, reaching over 2000 people 

 

 Facebook and Instagram: More than 1300 
people follow our activities throughout the year

 
 

 12 media articles published including the 
Adirondack Daily Enterprise, The Adirondack 
Explorer, Adirondack Life, Embark, 
Adirondack Almanac, North Country Public 
Radio, and Local Adirondack. 

 Newsletter, The 
Adirondack Tremolo, 
reaches over 8000 people 
 

 Signs at boat launches 
throughout the Park 
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CONSERVATION AND MANAGEMENT 

Loon Rescues 
 

 

 

 

. 

  
MANY THANKS to Gary Lee, 
the staff of the New York State 
Department of Environmental 

Conservation, and the volunteers of North Country WildCare 
for all their help with some of the rescues! 
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Fishing Line Recycling Program 
   Increasing awareness about the impacts to 

loons and other wildlife caused by 
abandoned fishing line. 
 

 Collection and recycling of abandoned 
fishing line.  

 

 Sites throughout the Adirondacks 
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Nest Site Protection 

  
 

Buoys, signs, and rope lines placed to 
protect loon nests at high risk of 

human disturbance 
 

With much gratitude to the NYS Department  
of Environmental Conservation for  
their assistance with this project! 
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MEET OUR STAFF 
  

Dr. Martha Van der Voort >>>
Our part-time behind the scenes big-

picture planner/strategic thinker

<<< Our Loon Center Crew:  
 

 Audrey Hyson:  Our part-time Loon 
Center gift shop manager 
 

 Kevin Williams: Our 2016-2017 intern 
who is learning everything from 
research to public relations  

 

 Tim Flannery: Our part-time gift 
shop/general assistant 

Giulia Bellardini >>> 
 
  

Our 2016 summer intern from Italy, who 
helped get the Loon Center off to a great 

start and kept us all laughing! 
 

<<< Rory Keating: Our 2015-2016 intern, who we 
introduced to the field of wildlife research, and who 
greatly assisted us in a variety of communications. 

<<< Dr. Nina Schoch: The “jack of all trades” 
who keeps the research, outreach/education, 
and funding all going to enable us to learn 
more about Adirondack loons and better 
protect their populations.  
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THANK YOU TO OUR SUPPORTERS FOR MAKING ALL THIS POSSIBLE!  
(the financial picture) 

 

 

 

  

2016 –  A Year of Continued Growth 
 

 A budget of ~$270,000, and estimated ~$70,000 
of in-kind support 
 

 Increased staff:  2 full-time and 3 part-time year 
round staff, and 11 seasonal field staff 

 

 Opening of the Adirondack Loon Center, 
including a loony retail store. 
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THE ADIRONDACK LOON LEGACY SOCIETY 

Turn your love of loons into a legacy gift to help protect Adirondack loons long into the future! 
 

www.adirondackfoundation.org/funds/adirondack-loon-legacy-fund 

The Adirondack Loon Legacy Society honors all who support the 
Adirondack Center for Loon Conservation through: 
  

 A donation to the Adirondack Loon Legacy Fund at the 
Adirondack Foundation, or… 

 A bequest in their will, beneficiary designation, or a gift in 
their estate plan. 

  

Membership is easy: Simply inform us that you are planning a gift in 
your estate to the Adirondack Center for Loon Conservation, or 
contribute now with your gift to the Adirondack Loon Legacy Fund. 

Thank you! 
  

With your gift, you will know you are helping to secure the future of Adirondack loons and their habitats through 
the dedicated work of the Adirondack Center for Loon Conservation.  

 

 You are invited to become a 
Legacy Society Member! 

 
 

Please join us in building the Adirondack Loon Legacy Fund 
by endowing your annual donation to the Loon Center, donating 

stock, making an extra contribution, or with your planned gift. 
 

Your thoughtful generosity will help 
protect these magnificent birds, and  
the spectacular Adirondack lakes where 
they live.  

The Adirondack Loon Legacy Fund was 
established by Winifred Meiselman (Dr. 

Schoch’s mother) in 2015 in loving memory of 
her husband, Dr. David Meiselman, a world-

renowned economist, to provide ongoing support 
for the research and outreach programs of the 

Adirondack Center for Loon Conservation.  
 

Win’s dream is that her initial gift will grow into 
a sizable endowment to help ensure the 

continuation of the Adirondack Loon Center’s 
work in the years ahead. 



11 
 

FUTURE OF THE ADIRONDACK CENTER FOR LOON CONSERVATION 
 

 

On May 1, 2017, the Adirondack Center for Loon Conservation will take wing, and 
 fledge into its own independent non-profit organization! 

 

Our mission remains the same – conducting sounds science and engaging educational programming to further the 
conservation of Common Loons in and beyond New York’s Adirondack Park.  
 

We are thrilled to have an extremely dedicated and highly talented Board of Directors  
leading the new Adirondack Center for Loon Conservation! 

 

Please welcome Chandler Ralph (retired CEO of Adirondack Health) our Board Chair, Beverly Bridger (retired Executive Director 
of Great Camp Sagamore), Linda Cohen (retired owner of Old Forge Hardware), Cathy Dove (President, Paul Smith’s College), 
Kate Fish (Executive Director of the Adirondack North Country Association), Susan Friedmann (Certified Speaking Professional – 
the Nichepreneur Coach), Peter Hornbeck (Owner, Hornbeck Boats), Susan Semegram (retired Oracle Technical Support 
Engineer), Ramsay Tanham (CEO, Apps4merchants and Mobile Wine Deals), and Connie Weatherup (Community Volunteer). 

 

We hope you enjoy getting to know them! 

Your generous support of our loon conservation efforts has contributed to our many successes –
 We are most grateful for all you have enabled us to do – Thank you again! 

Goals for 2017-2018: 
 

1. Continue and advance our long-standing Adirondack 
loon-related research, educational/outreach and 
conservation/management programs  

2. Expand the operations of the Adirondack Loon Center 
in Saranac Lake 

 

 Enlarging our storefront and exhibit space 
 

 Creating a variety of museum-quality  
educational exhibits for all to learn about loon ecology and conservation 


